
 Active Escapes: 

Northern Pondoland VBA Hike

 (Port Edward – Mbotyi, or to Port St John’s) 
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	Day
	HIKE Itinerary
	Accommodation / Meals / Logistics

	Day 1: 


	Arrival Day:  

Drive to VV Lodge

Arrival: After midday

Suggested Afternoon Activity: Take the canoes (provided free of charge by the loge) up the Mtamvuna River – enjoy fantastic birding, fishing & sundowners.

 
	Overnight: VV Lodge (on the Mtamvuna river, near the Old Pont) 

Meals / Logistics:

* Dinner, Bed & Breakfast (shared accom) + packed lunch for next day hiking – all included



	Day 2:

HIKE DAY 1
	Day 1 Hike: Wild Coast Casino (Port Edward) – Nyameni (14km)
Starting at the Wild Coast Casino - walk along beach for 2.5km to Mzamba River. Cross with ferryman. Walk for about 10klm to Mnyameni River. 

Walk a further 4km to Phushungwane for a swim in a natural pool. A further 4km walk and arrive at the village for overnight stay. (about 10min from the ocean). Dinner and breakfast served with a packed sandwich for the next days hike.

	Overnight: Village Based Accom at Nyameni
Meals: Dinner, Breakfast & packed lunch provided by VBA (simple)

Logistics: VV Ventures will drop you at Wild Coast Casino to start your hike & meet-up with your guide.

	Day 3

HIKE DAY 2
	Day 2 Hike: Hike Nyameni – Mtentu Hike
(9-10km) 

Start hike after breakfast. Taken to view Stone Age artefacts and then hike 9km to Mtentu, crossing the Skombie River. There are no boats to cross this river. At Mtentu there is an option for guests to self paddle with guide up the River to natural swimming pool with river cliffs, forest, Pondo Palm and mangrove. Good bird life and beautiful vistas.

Village homestay for dinner and visit Sangoma.

	Overnight: Mtentu Community Camp (depending on trust)

Meals: Dinner, Breakfast & packed lunch provided by VBA (simple)



	Day 4:

HIKE DAY 3
	Day 3 Hike: Mtentu – Msikaba (12-15km depending on route choice) 

Natural Attractions enroute: Horseshoe & Mkambati falls, Gwe Gwe swimming beach, Msikaba river.

The hike through Mkambati Nature Reserve is very interesting – lots of game in the grassland plains.


	Overnight: Msikaba Lodges (Mkambathi) or  Msikaba Tented Camp:

Twin-bed safari tents with ensuite bathrooms (nestled under milkwoods, 20m from lagoon & beach). Communal cooking & dining boma. 

Meals: Need to provide own food but cooking facilities & cutlery all provided. 

** You will require sleeping bag, but mattress sheets are provided.  


	Day 5:

HIKE DAY 4
	Day 4 Hike: Msikaba – Luphuthana (16km)
Natural Attractions enroute: Goss’s point, Top hat (BBC China wreck


	Overnight: Luphuthana Tented Camp:

Twin-bed safari tents with ensuite bathrooms. Great views onto Top hat & spray phenomenon. Communal cooking & dining boma. 

Meals: Provide own food but cooking facilities & cutlery all provided.

** Require sleeping bag, but mattress sheets are provided.   



	Day 6:

HIKE DAY 5


	Day 5 Hike: Luphuthana - Mbotyi  (13 –14 km)
Natural Attractions enroute: mamaba pools (on Mlambomkulu river), waterfall bluff, cathedral rock & Mfilo falls, Drews camp & Sikatcha

	Overnight:  Mbotyi Campsite (6-sleeper rondavel) or Mbotyi Hotel or Private Cottage
Meals. Dinner at hotel (R140/pp -3-4 courses) 


	Day 7:


	Pick-up / Transfer after breakfast from Mbotyi Campsite (– time to be confirmed). Transfer back to Vuna Valley 

Overnight: VV Lodge

	Overnight: VV Valley Lodge (on the Mtamvuna river, the Pont) 

Meals / Logistics:

* Dinner, Bed & Breakfast (shared accom) + packed lunch for hiking day provided



	Day 8:


	Depart after breakfast
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PTO for Price Quote
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ITIMISED TOUR QUOTE

STANDARD – 5 DAY / 5 NIGHT HIKE – STAYING IN VBA’S & SELF-CATERING TENTED CAMPS

	PRICE QUOTES
	2009 PRICE (pp)

	STANDARD 5 day Pondo Hike: 

Wild Coast Casino (port Edward) - Mbotyi
Includes: 

Accommodation:

· 4 Nights Accom: 
· 2 nights in village based homestays with Dinner, Bed & Breakfast provided (Nyameni & Mtentu)

· 2 Nights (self-catering) in twin-bed luxury tented camps (ensuite bathrooms) (Msikaba & Luphuthana) or 1 Night at Stone Lodge – Nature Reserve & 1 Night Tented Camp 
· Personal Hiking Guide up to Mtentu (thereafter can hire guide if needed)
·  4 x Canoe River Crossings 

· Personal Transfers: Drop-off at Wild Coast Casino & Pick-up from Mbotyi – with 3hr transfer back to Port Edward
 
	STANDARD PRICE: Based on group of 6 persons

· R 2,400/pp/sharing 


	Itemized Extras:

1 Night Accom – VV Lodge (near the Pont – Mtamvuna River)

: Dinner, Bed & Breakfast + Packed Lunch (for 1st Hike day) 

- Canoe Hire (sunset trip up Mtamvuna river)  included

	Approx R350/pp/sharing

	Last Night Accom – Mbotyi

1. Mbotyi Campsite (6-bed rondavel – based on occupnacy of 4 persons) or Private Holiday Cottage (availablity permitting)

2. Mbotyi Hotel (based on sharing occupancy)
	1. Campsite rondavel: R250/pp
2. Private Holiday Cottage: Around R200/pp

Hotel Dinner: R140/pp – 4 course dinner (can only be booked if hotel not full)

2. Mbotyi Hotel: From R600/pp/sharing – DBB











View onto Cathedral Rock, Pondoland Wild Coast


Left: Luphuthana Spray








Luphuthana Spray, Pondoland Wild Coast


Left: Luphuthana Spray













