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Venture where only a fortunate few have passed. The northern Pondoland section of the Wild Coast, stretching from the Mtamvuna River in the north (Port Edward) to the mighty Umzimvubu in the south (Port St John's), is undoubtedly the least accessible, dramatically rugged and breathtakingly pristine section of the Wild Coast. 

On a Pondoland hike you can expect to visit friendly Xhosa villages, hike untouched kilometres of undulating grassland, rocky headlands and sandy bays, whilst passing spectacular waterfalls, freestanding rock stacks and pristine estuaries on your journey. The skeletal remains of numerous shipwrecks bear testimony to this high energy coastline, whilst schools of dolphin and whales are a familiar sight.
Covering a hiking distance of approximately 100km from Port Edward to PSJ, the Pondoland region is a hotspot of botanical endemism, traditional culture and contrasting beauty. However, it is not without controversy. Whilst the proposed N2 coastal highway threatens estuaries such as Nyameni and Mtentu, plans to open-cast mine the berea red sand dunes of the Xolobeni region have instigated a vocal backlash from local communities vehemently opposed to mining. 
Tourism has been mooted as the environmentally-friendly alternative to achieving economic growth and upliftment in such historically disadvantaged regions. In participating in a Pondoland hike, you are doing your bit to fight the road and the mining threat, showing that ecotourism can prove a lower-impact and more sustainable alternative for economic upliftment in the region. Whether it’s supporting joint venture camps, the community guides, porters and local ferrymen, or the village-based homestays: you can be assured that your dollar spent is going directly to the people that are providing the service on a fair trade basis. 
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Msikaba – Port St Johns:  5 days hiking / 5 Nights

2010 Rates
Option A – Self-Catered: R 3,295 per person. 

Option B - Fully Catered: R 3,895 (only available to groups of 8 persons or more).
 Hikers dinner, breakfast & packed lunch provided by each camp. 

Price Includes:

· Transfer from Port St John’s to Msikaba (start of the hike)

· 5 Nights Accommodation: 4 Nights in Semi-luxury Tented Camps (each twin bedded tent has ensuite toilet & hot water shower) & 1 Night (DBB) at Mbotyi River Lodge

· Reserve Permits & Trail Fees 

· Emergency Support Service 

· Full catering & vehicle back-up support on Option B

Hike Itinerary 
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Day 1: Drive to Port St Johns. 14h00: Leave vehicles in safe parking and get transfer through to Msikaba. Afternoon Activity: Take the canoes up the Msikaba Estuary, visit the Cape Griffon Vulture colony or visit the waterfalls in Mkambathi Nature Reserve

Overnight: Msikaba Camp 
Day 2: Hike Msikaba – Luphuthana. 16km.

Overnight: Luphatana Camp 

Day 3: Hike Luphuthana – Mbotyi.  14km.

Overnight: Mbotyi River Lodge (DBB inclusive)
Day 4: Hike Mbotyi – Manteku.  10km.

From Mbotyi south, the gradient of terrain increases – hence the shorter daily distances. 
Overnight: Manteku Camp
Day 5: Hike Manteku – Ntafufu.  9km.

Overnight: Ntafufu Camp

Day 6:  Hike Ntatfufu – PSJ. 11.5km.

Tour ends in the afternoon in Port St Johns – collect vehicles.Accommodation in PSJ can be organised at the beginning &/or end of this hike. 

Hike Information

All the luxury tented camps in the Msikaba – PSJ section comprise of 12 x Twin bedded safari tents (under thatched bomas, nestled amongst milkwoods to keep cool). Each tent has its own ensuite toilet & hot water shower. There is a central dining/ kitchen boma with all cooking & cutlery facilities provided - including a small fridge for perishable food items. Or, if your group is large enough – chose the fully catered hike option. 

HIKE EXTRAS: 

·     A daily porter service can be provided at R80/per porter/ per day. 
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·      Detailed maps & route descriptions will be provided, but a local guide can also be provided at R150/group/day
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Top Left:  Luphuthana Camp


Top Right: Mbotyi River Lodge


Bottom Left: Luphuthana Spray


Above: Mkambati Waterfall











Pondo-Explorer Hike – Hike Details & Price


Contact: Sarah Drew – Active Escapes 
        Tel: 033 2344367 / 084 2407277

Email: sarah@active-escapes.co.za         Website: www.active-escapes.co.za


